THE DEFENCE OF THE EMPIRE
effort* ever made by the American Government to
carry that policy a stage further*
And then the British Government turned the
whole thing down - coldly, curtly, refusing, in effect,
further co-operation. The contents of the commu-
nique to the Press renouncing rejection of the Ameri-
can offer were such, says Mr. Stimson, "as to be taken
by most readers, including - what was most impor-
tant-the Japanese Government, as a rebuff to the
United States.' Japan saw immediately that Anglo-
American co-operation had broken down, and began
to use in justification of her aggression the very argu-
ments which the British Government and the British
Press (Mr. Stimson quotes at length from the Times
leaders) had used concerning the American propo-
sals. It was not surprising that the Japanese reply
to the American note was conceived, as a British
historian has noted, in *a vein of elegant irony which
came within an ace of insolence'. Mr. Stimson notes
the effect which the general line taken by the British
Government and Press had upon Japan:
'The imperialistic group of Japanese statesmen who
for years had cherished the hope of a military and
economic hegemony over China, but whose hopes had
been suppressed by the enlightened policy at Washing-
ton in 1922, joined in by the Japanese Government of
that day, could have asked for no more effective assur-
ance in their favour (p. 104).*
But if the effect of the British note was to encourage
Japan, it was equally to discourage China, though the
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